
BOARDING LIFE



ACS Cobham’s boarding house is a thriving and dynamic place – a world-class school residency 
for boys and girls, aged 12 to 18. Our outstanding facility sits within a secure, 128-acre campus 
full of study, creative, and recreational opportunities. We are surrounded by beautiful countryside, 
only minutes from the cultural and historic sites of London, and on the doorstep of major airports 
into Europe and the world beyond.

We understand the perfect boarding experience balances academic success with fun extra-
curricular and weekend activities. Success in the renowned International Baccalaureate and 
Advanced Placement ensures ACS boarders consistently win places to the university of their 
choice, anywhere in the world. 

New boarding house opens
Our boarding programme is currently undergoing a £22m investment, adding a new Senior House, 

which opened in August 2017, and completely upgrading the Junior House, ready for August 2018.

ISI Report 2015 – Key findings
   Quality of student achievements and learning: Excellent

    Contribution of curricular and extra-curricular provision: Excellent

   Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of the students: Excellent

   Contribution of arrangements for pastoral care: Excellent

    Quality of boarding: Excellent

Excellence as standard
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Mark Venn-Dunn, Head of Boarding
Welcome to our boarding house. At ACS Cobham we believe in making 
your boarding stay the best it can be – supporting you to achieve, and 
get ready for the lives you want to live.

We listen to our students and their parents, and continuously develop 
our wide and stimulating programme to meet their needs. This 
partnership empowers students to be successful, truly international, 
diverse and confident, respectful of the world around them, and ready  
to make a difference in our global society.

We are proud of our students and our programme, and invite you to 
visit us and see, first hand, what makes us outstanding.

 

 

Tony Eysele, Head of School
Educating children is a great responsibility and privilege in equal 
measure. To make it work, we need to put a lot in.

This begins with seeding the desire for lifelong learning in every student. 
Then we instil a respect for diversity, an appreciation of what it takes to be 
genuinely international, the skills to both follow and lead, and ultimately 
the self-confidence to achieve academic and personal success.

Our goal is for every student to finally outgrow us. We want them to 
become ready and able to take the next step, secure in the knowledge  
of who they are, and what they do best.

Ours is the care in preparation. Theirs is to go out and make a difference.
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Boarding at ACS Cobham is all about you, the student. Our friendly staff are open and caring – 
understanding that our diversity can actually bring us closer together. On arriving, new boarders 
(and their families) are greeted by a Welcome Committee made up of fellow students. This is 
followed by an in-depth induction weekend to help everyone settle in quickly, make friends  
and find their way around their amazing new home.

Boarding staff work closely with teachers to support and encourage each student to maximise 
their potential through:

   one-on-one University Counselling to guide academic success

   a comprehensive Residential Life Programme to support personal development

   qualified coaches that offer a huge range of competitive and fun sports

   a dynamic Performing Arts department with hundreds of drama and music events to 
participate in

   charity and volunteer work, both in the UK and overseas, to broaden horizons and build character.

Our boarding experience is notable for the opportunity it offers students. You will be encouraged 
to grow, define your own success, and participate fully in our inclusive environment.

 
International menus to make you feel at home
The school’s award-winning Catering Department is operated in-house, enabling 
us to employ and train all our own chefs. We take great pride in this freedom as 
it allows us to produce the type of creative, fresh and nutritious food that brings 
a little bit of home to our international community.

We source only fresh ingredients from nominated and approved suppliers. 
Most of our daily deliveries of vegetables, fruit, dairy and meat come from 
local producers, meaning we can literally trace each meal from ‘farm to fork’.

Getting it right from day 1

Gold
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The new Senior House 
Take a quick look around
   Separate area accommodation for boys and girls

    Residential House Parents

    An in-house Health Centre with full-time nurse

    Elegant and spacious single and twin bedrooms with built-in 
storage and en suite facilities

   Eight student lounges

   Eight kitchen/diners

    A cinema room

    Six balconies overlooking the surrounding countryside

    Extensive landscaped areas featuring BBQ and social spaces

    Contemporary design and layout

   Triple-height atrium and reception

   An energy-efficient construction

    High levels of natural light and ventilation

    Protected by 24-hour security throughout the year.
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A typical student week

Monday to Friday 

Sample timetable

07.30–08.15 Breakfast in our modern Dining Hall

08.30–12.30 Lessons

12.30 Lunch in our modern Dining Hall

13.15–15.30 Lessons

15.30–18.00   Free time spent either studying or enjoying: 
   a wide range of co- and extra-curricular activities
   sports
   performing arts
   charities
   hobbies
   social trips
   one of many lounges or terraces
   a movie or Sky Sports in the cinema room
   the outside gardens, BBQ area, and grounds

18.00 Dinner in our modern Dining Hall

19.00–21.00 Study Hall homework, supported by 
Resident Tutors

21.00–22.00 Free time

21.00 Students start going to their rooms (depending upon their 
age), and staff check that they are preparing to sleep
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“ Outside of studying, my favourite thing 
to do is play rugby, lifeguard training, 
and working on the school’s Namibia 
outreach project.” Chris

Saturday and Sunday 

Sample timetable

09.00 Breakfast in our modern Dining Hall

10:30-12:15 
Sunday Only

Brunch in our modern Dining Hall

10.30–17.30   Students are encouraged to participate in a full range of 
planned activities, including: 
   Cultural visits to London – Buckingham Palace, 
Parliament, or a West End Show

   Active trips – hydro speeding, go-karting,  
or trampolining

   Leisure – speedboat rides to the Isle of Wight or down 
the river Thames through London, shopping, cinema trips, 
or taking in the view from the Shard

   A range of sports fixtures, practices and performing  
arts events 

   Grade 12 students always have the option to remain  
at school and study

18.00 Dinner in our modern Dining Hall

19.00–23.00 Free time to socialise and relax

21.00–23.00 Depending on age, bedtimes may be later at the discretion 
of the House Parent on duty



The International Baccalaureate Diploma (IB) and 
Advanced Placement (AP)
Our school offers a rigorous, complete and dynamic international curriculum. Our success is built 
on leading American and International education systems, and adapted to the needs of our local 
and global student body. 

Importantly, we see achievement as an individual goal, offering a diverse and challenging 
curriculum to meet the needs and ambitions of our entire student body, through the renowned:

   International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP)

   Advanced Placement Capstone Diploma (APCP)

   Advanced Placement International Diploma (APID)

   Advanced Placement (AP) courses

   US High School Diploma and Honours Programme

   A Challenge and Enrichment Programme.

In addition, and fully included within the boarding fees, we offer:

   English as an Additional Language (EAL) – depending on student age

   Native Language Enrichment (NLE).

We have over 35 years’ experience delivering outstanding IB and AP exam results. Our globally 
acclaimed programmes inspire students to pursue multiple academic disciplines, become 
successful learners and grow into responsible global thinkers. 

Outstanding Academic Programmes

www.acs-schools.com
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34
Pass Rate: 95%

(int. average 79.3%)
Average Points
(int. average 30)

No. of Diplomas: 89

IB Results 2017

Exams taken: 299

AP Scholars: 22

AP Scholars with
Honours: 7

AP Scholars with
Distinction: 19Average grade per exam

AP Results 2017

ACS Cobham Average IB & UCAS Points

19634Average IB Points Average UCAS Points

3.6
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Our innovative approach enables individual student success through:

   Teaching to each student’s learning style

   Benchmarking progress to age-appropriate standards

   Providing personal and academic counselling 

   Assessing individual student needs

   Providing specific programme support.

We are particularly proud of the fact that our graduates go on to attend 
the university of their choice, anywhere in the world, with many winning 
places to the very best learning institutions. 
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Our students consistently score high IB and AP exam results. Our graduates attend the university of 
their choice anywhere in the world, including those in the Russell Group (UK) and Ivy League (US). 

Expert university counselling
It is our mission to help students find the right “fit” for their future university studies. We define 
“fit” as specifically meeting the academic, emotional, geographical and financial needs of our 
students. Our attention to detail is the key ingredient that improves each student’s likelihood  
of graduating from their chosen university and experiencing success in their future careers. 

We have three full-time College Counsellors and an Academic Dean and Assistant, providing  
one-on-one student support in:

  Researching university options

  Essay/personal statement writing

  Career path selection

  Standardised test skills

  Financial aid/scholarship advice

 Meeting university representatives during college visits and fairs. 

Global University Placements

“ I am going to study the IB Diploma, as it is very highly 
credited by universities in the UK and around the world.” 
Elee
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Recent top-tier  
university 
placements:

  UK

Birmingham 
Bristol 
Cambridge 
Cardiff 
Durham 
Edinburgh 
Exeter 
Glasgow 
Imperial 
King’s 
Leeds 
LSE 
Manchester 
Nottingham 
Queen Mary 
Sheffield 
Southampton  
Warwick

  USA

California 
Chicago 
Georgetown 
Harvard 
Loyola 

Miami 
New York 
Notre Dame 
Penn State 
Purdue 
Southern California 
Texas  
A&M 
Tufts 
Virginia  
Wisconsin

  Rest of the World

Alberta 
Barcelona 
Calgary 
Delft 
Erasmus 
McGill 
Munich 
Trinity College Dublin  
Queens
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Student wellbeing is central to boarding life. Our expert staff are caring and approachable, 
supported by practices that ensure our pastoral care is exceptional. Students can speak to  
any member of staff, including the resident Head of Boarding, House Parents, Assistant House 
Parents and Resident Tutors, about anything.

   All students are allocated a Residential Tutor to advise and guide their progress

   The Head of Boarding chairs weekly Pastoral Care meetings to ensure support is given, 
regardless of how or why the student needs it

   House Parents attend meetings with Middle and High School teachers to discuss each 
boarder’s needs

   Boarders have full access to an Independent Counsellor who offers completely 
confidential appointments twice a week

   Grade 11 and 12 boarders may be selected as Peer Supporters

   Student Council meets every week with the Head of Boarding to feedback on ongoing 
initiatives and issues.

Our resident House Parents identify and promote each student’s learning skills, monitor and 
guide academic progress, and deal promptly and sympathetically with any personal situation that 
may arise. All our students feel respected as individuals, and our expert staff actively support their 
personal, social and educational development.

In addition, our team is strengthened by resident teacher/advisers, a full-time nurse and walk-in 
Medical Centre, a School Counsellor and our student Peer Group. Together, we ensure all boarders 
have the constant support, guidance and care to be happy, inspired and ready to make their mark 
on the world.

Pastoral Care

“ My favourite part of being a boarder is that there is always 
someone there for you.”  Nia
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Residential Life programme 
The aim of this programme is to help students develop as 
individuals with character – encouraging responsibility, contribution, 
healthy lifestyle and leadership skills. Students participate in a 
number of collaborative workshops, presentations, courses and 
weekend events throughout the year, including:

Managing my mind

   Mindfulness (open to all grades)

Preparing for the future

   Learning to Drive (Grades 11-12)

   First Aid and AED

   21st Century Skills

Living healthily (inc recreation)

   Nutrition (open to all grades)

   Evening football (8-9pm Grades 8-10, 9-10pm Grades 11-12)

   Dance (open to all grades)

   Loudmouth Safeguarding Day

   Cooking club

   Lifeguard training

Solid foundations

   Induction weekend

   The Seminar Series

   The food bank appeal

   The Weekend Visit Programme

Leadership and teamwork

   The Leaders of Tomorrow Programme (Grades 9-10)

   Grade 11 teamwork weekend 

   Sports referee courses.

This programme is all-inclusive. There are no additional fees.



As part of an increasingly mobile world, the ACS Boarding House has established itself as a genuine 
champion of internationalism, with students representing more than 40 countries. We are proud of our 
multicultural identity, and celebrate the things that make us different as an integral part of boarding life.

All our students have one thing in common – what makes them different is ultimately what makes us 
all the same. We just don’t do prejudice.

We are more than a school that simply enrols  
students from other countries – our very  
foundation is international, unified by  
renowned academic programmes,  
and English as our common  
language of instruction.

Internationalism

www.acs-schools.com
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Our students become:  
  Confident, independent, thinkers

  Creative

  Responsible

  Full of integrity

  Understanding

  Open and fair

  Aesthetically minded

  Active

  Sensitive and considerate

  Respectful

  Healthy

  Courageous

  Lifelong learners

  Part of something important.

You get to learn from so 
many different cultures, 
and how to have respect 
for different nationalities.
Yuki



We plan activities outside of the classroom as an essential part of delivering a well-rounded  
school experience. All students are encouraged to participate in at least one activity per semester,  
with something different to choose from every day of the week and weekend.

Through participation, students develop leadership, sporting, intellectual, artistic, cultural, 
interpersonal and outreach skills that extend traditional classroom learning and community 
engagement beyond our front gates. 

Here are some of the activities on offer:

Clubs & Organisations 
Animation & Science Website, Basketball, Boy Scouts, Brass Ensemble, Chess Club, Chilli Night 
(Talent Show), Climbing Club, Computer Club, Cookery Club, Creative Writing, Cub Scouts, Cricket, 
Dance, Duke of Edinburgh Award, Favourite TV Shows in French, First Aid, Flamenco Dancing, Girl 
Scouts, Golf, Guerilla Theatre, Horse Riding, International Choir Competition, International Youth 
Sports, Journalism Club, Junior & Senior Math Teams, Literary Magazine, Model United Nations, 
National Honor Society, Peer Supporters, Photo Club, Quiz Bowl, Recycling Club, Robotics, 
Skateboarding, Skiing, Soccer Supporters Club, Spirit Club, Student Council, Target 2.5, Tennis, 
Wakeboarding, Yearbook.

Charities & Community Service 
Agape, Disaster Relief Fund, Fashion Show Fundraiser, Habitat for Humanity, Kingston Hospital 
Cancer Appeal, LEPRA, Mayor’s Charities, Painshill Park (gardening), Scanner Appeal, VSO, World 
Challenge Namibia, Annual academic competitions, International Schools Theatre Association, 
Junior and Senior Math Competitions: International, Schools Mathematics Teaching Foundation, 
London Area Quiz Bowl, Model United Nations, Speech and Debate Competition.

Please note, these activities are continuously being updated to reflect demand.

Life beyond the classroom

www.acs-schools.com
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Trips

Taking advantage of where we are 
Surrounded by history, culture and the arts, our all-inclusive annual 
field trip and entertainment schedule encourages students to take 
advantage of one of the world’s most stimulating environments.

Cultural  
The Houses of Parliament, Buckingham Palace, Kew Gardens, 
Hampton Court Palace, Windsor Castle, The Tower of London, 
Westminster Abbey, Portsmouth Historic Docks, Wimbledon Lawn 
Tennis Club, The Royal Pavilions Brighton, The Lord Mayor’s Show, 
BBC tour, Wembley Stadium tour, West End plays, the ballet 
and Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre.

Museums 
Natural History, The British Museum, The Tate, Imperial War  
Museum, National Portrait Gallery, the Cutty Sark at Greenwich 
and Brooklands Motor Museum.

Just for Fun 
Thorpe Park, Gravity Force, Hydro Speeding, White Spider Climbing, 
Pony Trekking, Longleat Safari Park, Go Ape, Thames RIB Experience, 
Euro Disney and Dragon Boat racing.

In-House entertainment 
Pizza parties, Chilli Nights, Talent Show, Inter-House Competitions, 
Christmas Pantomime, International Night and monthly PSO-themed 
buffet treats.



We strive for two key wins: strong student participation in our sports programme and competitive 
excellence on the field. The fact that some of our athletes have gone on to represent their country 
is a bonus.

State-of-the-art facilities
Our 128-acre campus is home to the best range of quality sports facilities of any international 
school in Europe. We were approved as a pre-training camp for the 2012 Olympics, and regularly 
play host to GB Basketball, England Volleyball and the South East Pentathlon Association, as well as 
hosting numerous ISSTs. We were also an official training ground for the 2015 Rugby World Cup.

Sports & physical fitness

www.acs-schools.com
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Boarding students have access to the following facilities, seven days a week:

  Showcase basketball/volleyball Arena with tiered seating for 280 spectators

  Competition-class 25-metre Pool with viewing gallery for 178 spectators

  Dance Studio with sprung beech wood flooring

  Fitness Suite with Technogym Wellness Key System 

  Sports Café with outside decking area

  Six all-weather tennis courts  

  An Olympic-sized all-weather running track  

  Playing fields for soccer and rugby  

  Baseball and softball diamonds  

  Cross-Country course  

  Six-hole golf course.



More coaches. More teams.
Our powerhouse athletics programme includes competitive Varsity, 
Junior Varsity, and Middle School teams. Our athletes play against 
other schools in the UK, Europe, and Africa. Each varsity season 
concludes with an International Schools Sports Tournament (ISST), 
where the Cougars have established a winning tradition.

Soccer, Cross Country, Golf, Volleyball, 
Dance, Basketball, Swimming, Softball 
(girls only), Rugby (boys only), Tennis, 
Baseball (boys only), and Track & Field.

3
Seasons

57
Competitive Teams

80
ISST Division 1 Championships

12
Sports
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