
READY?



THE  
WORLD 
NEEDS  
NEW 
THINKING. 
GET  
READY.
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WELCOME TO ACS  
DOHA, QATAR’S WARM  
AND WELCOMING  
CO-EDUCATIONAL 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL. 

ACS Doha is a friendly, inclusive community of 
over 900 students aged 3 to 18 from around the 
world, taught and supported by 150 expert staff. 
Our global outlook is reflected in our curriculum 
that offers a new kind of learning for a new kind 
of world citizen. Our goal is as simple as it is 
inspiring: to prepare our students to be ready  
to take on the challenges of tomorrow.

Educating children is a great responsibility and 
privilege in equal measure. To make it work, we  
need to put a lot in. This begins with seeding the 
desire for lifelong learning in every student from 
Early Childhood to our graduates. Then we instil a 
respect for diversity, an appreciation for what it takes 
to be a global citizen, and foster the skills required 
for a fast-changing world. As they progress through 
the school our students are encouraged to tailor their 
studies to suit their talents and ambitions, while a 
range of extensive co-curricular opportunities create 
a well-rounded educational experience.

We are excited to be opening a new state-of-the-
art campus in August 2020, which will provide 
outstanding new facilities and inspiring teaching 
resources for our students. It is part of our 
commitment to creating a legacy in Qatar  
and ensuring every ACS Doha student is ready  
to succeed at every stage of their lives.

ROBERT CODY 
HEAD OF SCHOOL
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OUR CURRICULUM 

ACS Doha currently offers the world-renowned 
International Baccalaureate (IB) programme, 
as well as the US High School Diploma. It is a 
curriculum carefully designed to develop learning 
and life skills, providing a globally recognised 
route to university or college and building firm 
foundations for long-term career success.
 
Our academic programme is being broadened with 
the addition of US based courses and will continue 
to grow to include a fuller suite of Advanced 
Placement courses and signature pathways, in 
collaboration with local partners. Our aim is to give 
students access to a wider range of prestigious 
academic programmes, which are highly valued by 
selective universities around the world.

CO-CURRICULAR

We believe that life outside of the classroom is 
important for your child’s development as a well-
rounded global citizen. At ACS Doha your child 
can take advantage of our campus facilities and 
enjoy a wide range of after-school and Saturday 
activities including competition-level swimming, 
native language enrichment courses, drama, 
robotics, E-sports and horse-riding. Students 
at ACS Doha have a wealth of opportunities to 
express personal passions, develop new skills, 
and maintain healthy, balanced young lives.

READY TO EXCEL  
AS PEOPLE, 
AND THRIVE 
ACADEMICALLY.
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INSPIRED TO LEARN 

We believe that learning is one of life’s great 
pleasures, so our teaching is designed to inspire 
and instil a sense of wonder, as well as impart 
knowledge. At the heart of our approach is student-
led learning, a technique proven to encourage 
intellectual curiosity and excellence from a young 
age. We teach our students to think for themselves, 
work hard and make creative connections 
between ideas to arrive at a deeper, more nuanced 
understanding of the world and their place in it. 

We do not ‘teach to the test’ with a narrow focus on 
grades; instead we teach students to reach their own 
conclusions and to care about their local, national and 
international community. Future-focused, inclusive 
and engaging, our teaching develops conceptual 
understanding, collaboration, critical thinking and 
communication, as well as social and research skills.

The academically rigorous curriculum has 
been specifically developed to support our IB 
programmes. We are a fully authorised IB World 
School offering the IB Primary Years, Middle Years 
and Diploma Programmes. In addition we will offer 
US based courses and signature pathways enabling 
students to tailor their studies according to their 
strengths and interests. This highly rewarding, 
internationally regarded syllabus will challenge  
even the brightest student, and is the basis of  
ACS Doha’s strong academic reputation.

Put all this together and we help students 
become effective learners, confident individuals 
and caring contributors, so they exceed every 
expectation. They leave us ready for both higher-
level learning and the rest of their lives. It is the 
most important and fulfilling job in the world.

READY TO 
DISCOVER, 
QUESTION AND 
CHALLENGE.
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A WELL-ROUNDED EDUCATION

The world is changing fast and there are new 
challenges and opportunities everywhere you 
look. Undoubtedly, life today demands a fresh 
approach to education, one that creates well-
balanced individuals able to overcome life’s 
challenges with confidence and integrity. That is 
why education at ACS Doha is never just about 
academic performance, crucial though that is. 

Our classroom learning inspires students to 
challenge the status quo, take intellectual risks  
and think independently. We also offer a wide  
range of opportunities for students to find and 
follow their individual strengths, including an 
impressive range of co-curricular activities, clubs, 
field trips, charity work, student ambassador roles 
and volunteering, making the most of the wonderful 
environment in which we are located in Qatar.  
This emphasis on social and emotional skills means 
our students grow in ways that will help them  
thrive in the workplaces and communities of the 
future. To support our students we provide the  
best in personalised pastoral care, with an  
experienced team of Social Counsellors.

Our mission to make ACS Doha students 
ready for anything means that we are an active 
learning partner rather than a passive education 
provider. We work with our students and their 
families to offer a holistic educational experience 
that builds firm academic and personal skills. 

This partnering approach starts on day one 
of a student’s time with us. Our staff, student 
ambassadors and counselling team all know that 
joining a new school can feel a little unnerving. 
Because of this they go out of their way to offer 
a truly warm welcome to those joining the ACS 
Doha family. Similarly, our Student Support Service 
department helps students who need a little help 
with their written or spoken English, as well as those 
with mild learning difficulties, so they can take full 
advantage of everything ACS Doha has to offer.

GET READY 
FOR A WORLD 
THAT DEMANDS 
CURIOSITY.

08    ACS INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL DOHA



   09



10    ACS INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL DOHA



GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE

Our students and staff come to us from every 
part of the world. The result is a wonderfully 
diverse, open-minded, outward-looking culture 
that is dynamic, optimistic and harnesses 
different perspectives. 

As well as our many expat families, ACS Doha’s 
global outlook also attracts local families who  
want to help their children be ready to make  
a difference to the wider world. 

In fact, internationalism is at the very heart of ACS 
Doha’s philosophy. We are intensely proud of our 
multicultural, multilingual identity and commitment 
to diversity and choice, while never forgetting the 
common humanity that binds us all together. As a 
community of many nationalities we celebrate the 
things that make us different, not because they are 
fashionable but because they make the world a 
better, more interesting place. 

READY TO  
ENGAGE WITH  
THE WORLD  
AND BUILD A 
BETTER ONE.
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A THRIVING,  
WELCOMING COMMUNITY

At ACS Doha we have worked hard to create 
a warm, welcoming atmosphere and an active 
community of support that brings students, teachers 
and parents together to overcome any barriers of 
language or culture. We understand and celebrate 
our differences, actively promoting global citizenship 
in the form of a stimulating international community 
where everyone feels they belong and are valued.

For example, our flourishing parents’ association 
organises events throughout the school year that 
reflect our diversity and culture. Events such as our 
highly popular International Day that celebrates 
customs and food from different countries around 
the globe, our annual Picnic in the Park with music 
and entertainment, and camping trips into the desert.

When new families join our community we  
do all we can to ease their settling-in process  
via our orientation sessions, a friendly, fun  
and informal way for families to connect  
and learn more about the school.
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READY TO MAKE 
FRIENDS AND 
COLLABORATE.
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“ Our fantastic new campus will ensure we can prepare 
students for whatever happens next on their chosen 
path, and demonstrates our long-term commitment to 
providing an unparalleled international education in Qatar.

ROBERT CODY, HEAD OF SCHOOL
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NEW ACS DOHA CAMPUS 
OPENING IN 2020

We opened our first school in Doha in 2011. 
Demand for places rapidly outstripped supply 
with parents attracted by our academic rigour, 
international perspective and commitment to 
all-round education. In response, our new state-
of-the-art campus for around 2,500 students is 
currently in development. Conveniently located in 
Al Kheesa, north Doha, it will set a new standard 
in international education and is scheduled to 
open in August 2020.

At 60,000 square metres it is almost three times 
the size of our current facility and will offer even 
more of the world-class academic, outdoor and 
recreational opportunities ACS Doha is famous 
for. Amongst other features it boasts a 25-metre 
swimming pool with spectator seating, an eight-
court sports centre with sports cafe and viewing 
terrace, a performing arts theatre, tennis and 
basketball courts, an illuminated FIFA-sized 
football pitch and secure outdoor play areas.

The site also includes future-ready science labs 
and state-of-the art libraries, as well as dedicated 
buildings for Lower, Middle and High Schools,  
with ample parking and drop-off/pick up points. 

The result will be a truly exceptional learning 
environment offering the very best academic 
programmes and extra-curricular activities  
both inside and outside the classroom so our 
students are ready for all that life has in store.
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AGES 3–6 / PRE-KINDERGARTEN–KINDERGARTEN

Our Early Childhood curriculum follows the IB’s 
Primary Years Programme (IBPYP) which is 
designed to give our youngest learners a really 
positive first taste of school life. As educators,  
we lead by example and strive to serve as role 
models as we build a community of happy, 
confident children who love to learn.

Relationships are at the heart of our approach.  
We build strong connections with student  
families and the wider community so every  
child feels a real sense of belonging in our  
diverse school environment. We treat even the 
youngest students as individuals, building on their 
existing knowledge and experience so they are 
ready for the next stage of their education. 

As part of this we personalise our teaching 
to reflect the needs, interests and abilities 
of each child, with indoor and outdoor 
environments carefully designed so that 
students can direct their own learning.

Our team of expert educators know that young 
children learn through play, so we encourage 
our students to enjoy themselves in ways that 
develop independence, teamwork and self-
expression. Through play, our students begin 
to understand the world around them whilst 
simultaneously developing their ability to 
communicate and empathise with their peers.

EARLY 
CHILDHOOD 
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AGES 6–11 / GRADES 1–5

Our Lower School programme (IBPYP) focuses 
on enquiry-based learning within a child-centric 
environment that is open and accessible to all.  
At ACS Doha we have created a safe, nurturing 
and inclusive space where students are introduced 
to new ideas and explore the connections 
between them. We encourage invention and 
creativity as our students expand their knowledge 
and apply their learning to everyday life.

We place great emphasis on listening to our  
students and encouraging individual responsibility. 
Our team of experienced teachers and learning 
support specialists use adaptive teaching techniques 
to ensures all students progress academically  
while developing a caring and tolerant attitude 
towards everyone in the community. 

Being internationally-minded is an underlying 
ethos of the IB Primary Years Programme 
(IBPYP), and at ACS we see our diversity  
as one of our core strengths.

Put all this together and our students 
leave Lower School as confident, capable 
and respectful individuals, aware of their 
strengths and abilities and ready for the 
challenges of Middle School. 

LOWER 
SCHOOL
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AGES 10–14 / GRADES 6–8

Our Middle School curriculum develops 
independent thought and enquiry in a supportive 
community. We encourage all our students to 
think critically as they come across new ideas in 
mathematics, sciences, languages, humanities 
and the arts. We focus on educating the whole 
student while offering the best in pastoral care as 
they make the transition from our Lower School. 

The result is a holistic attitude to education, with 
a real emphasis on intercultural understanding, 
effective communication and the connections 
between subject areas. We also stress the 
importance of entrepreneurship and  
accountability through student leadership  
and governance programmes. 

Through the use of innovative teaching methods, 
we equip our students with the academic skills 
required to successfully complete the academically 
rigorous IB Middle Years Programme (IBMYP). 
Our aim is to develop highly-able and engaged 
globally-minded young people completely ready 
for the challenges of High School and beyond.

MIDDLE 
SCHOOL
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AGES 14–18 / GRADES 9–12

Our High School programme offers students an 
enquiry-based curriculum that is academically 
rigorous and personally enriching. During their 
High School years our students blossom into 
confident, accomplished individuals capable of 
independent, creative thought. Our goal is to help 
students become completely ”life-ready”, with 
the academic and personal skills they need to 
succeed and a strong sense of who they are.

High School is also where our commitment to tailored 
educational programmes really comes into its own.  
All ACS Doha students study for the US High School 
Diploma and can choose to either pursue the full IB 
Diploma Programme (IBDP) or supplement the US  
High School Diploma with a selection of IBDP 
courses that reflect their strengths and interests.

That means working closely with individual  
students to create their ideal educational pathway 
by adding elective topics to core subjects.  
Through academic and career counselling we  
aim to find what is right for each student, then 
deliver it to the highest possible standard. 

Along the way, our students are supported by 
ACS’ diverse teaching community. As educators, 
we embrace new ideas and continually share 
international best practices. We believe that  
with the right support and encouragement, every 
student can achieve far more than they think.

At the same time we encourage all our High School 
students to see the bigger picture. Thinking globally 
so they can thrive in an increasingly connected, 
competitive world. Our academic courses, student 
leadership and entrepreneurship programmes and 
community engagement work all help to foster 
teamwork, develop emotional intelligence, and create 
internationally-aware young people who are  
well-equipped to overcome future challenges.

Our academic programme is being strengthened 
with the addition of Advanced Placement courses 
and signature pathways (creative technology, 
business, entrepreneurship, information technology) 
in collaboration with local partners.

HIGH 
SCHOOL
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Fosters critical thinking and independent learning 

Encourages breadth and depth of learning

Assesses more than examination techniques

Provides an international qualification

Offers breadth and flexibility

Allows subject specialisation

Encourages team collaboration and critical thinking

Highly recognised in the US and Canada

Whichever pathway our students choose they will benefit from the guidance of our expert  
teaching staff, university and personal counsellors in order to prepare them for their next step. 

IB US

The International 
Baccalaureate (IB):

ACS US High  
School Diploma:

ACADEMIC PROGRAMMES

We offer a robust curriculum, built upon international standards, and 
adapted to the needs of our diverse student body. 

The IB Diploma is the world’s most recognised academic programme for 
students aged 16–18. It offers a rigorous curriculum requiring six subjects 
which can be selected according to a student’s strengths and interests 
and provides students with an excellent foundation for university. We are 
strengthening our High School programme with the addition of Advanced 
Placement courses and signature career pathways.

READY TO EXCEL.

ACS Doha fully commits to the Ministry of Education’s requirements for Arabic and Islamic studies 
within our curriculum. As a fully inclusive international school we ensure our students develop a 
knowledge and appreciation of the local environment and culture through regular field trips, writing 
competitions, celebration of Qatar National Day, Islamic celebrations and poetry evenings.
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KAREEM

I have been at ACS Doha since shortly 
after it opened and will always have such  
fond memories of my school experience.  

The multicultural student body is one of the things I appreciate 
most about ACS. My classmates all have different opinions;  
we share these with each other in a respectful way, so  
we are able to constantly learn from one another. I am also 
extremely grateful for the support I have received here.  
If you are struggling, the teachers are always there to  
help and guide you, which has worked well for me, as  
this year I have received some of my best grades. 

The co-curricular opportunities at ACS Doha are excellent 
too. As vice-president of our Student Voice Committee,  
I have led publicity campaigns and community fundraisers.  
I have also represented the school at football both in Qatar 
and internationally. After graduation, I hope to study sports 
science and management at a university in Australia. I will 
leave ACS with lifelong friendships and unique experiences.

SANJANA

The international community at ACS Doha 
has encouraged me to become more 
reflective, open-minded and caring. 

Learning about the diverse cultures within my school 
community has helped me to reflect on my own culture, 
enabling me to develop my perspective on the world. I love 
the atmosphere that the teachers and students have created. 
Everyone is welcoming, positive and collaborative. 

I have chosen to take full IB Diploma programme, as I 
believe its challenging and demanding courses will help 
me prepare for my future studies, and also it widens my 
horizons and opportunities for when I apply for universities. 
The subjects I am able to study at ACS foster a holistic 
knowledge base and critical thinking. My career aspiration 
is to pursue a career in marketing and management.  
When I graduate from ACS, I will miss my teachers and 
friends. They are what model and shape ACS to be a 
welcoming, comforting place to study and thrive in.
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READY TO 
ADAPT.

TECHNOLOGY 

The latest technology is seamlessly embedded 
into our teaching and learning, ensuring our 
students have the skills and perspective to 
flourish in tomorrow’s dynamic digital society. 
Technology enables our students to communicate 
and collaborate effectively, developing critical 
research skills and gaining knowledge through 
their involvement in media-rich projects.

Media classes examine what it means to be a 
digital citizen in today’s always-on world, while our 
Kindergarten – Grade 4 one-to-one iPad programme 
develops learners who are confident, effective users 
of technology. We run a “BYOD” (Bring Your Own 
Device) laptop programme for our High School 
students, providing even more opportunities  
for personalised learning. 

As students progress through the school, 
they are introduced to a broad range of new 
technologies, tools and applications to support 
their studies. This includes video editing with 
iMovie, writing, arranging and producing music 
with GarageBand, and using Adobe InDesign, 
Illustrator and Photoshop.

Our IBDP Art students use Cintiq art tables 
and have access to DSLR and video cameras, 
while our IBMYP Design and Technology 
students use TinkerCAD to create 3D models 
and Ready Maker to create video games. 
Finally, our Robotics Club has multiple 
Mindstorm EV3 sets and a modified  
vacuum robot, programmed using C#.
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ARABIC AND ISLAMIC STUDIES

The Arabic language is the fifth most widely 
spoken language in the world. It is very 
important to learn and explore the language  
of the area, therefore teaching and learning  
the Arabic language holds an integral place  
at ACS Doha School.

Arabic is a core subject at ACS Doha and the 
curriculum is developed with consideration of 
cultural and social situations and focus on a 
global and intercultural understanding. Arabic 
is part of the International Baccalaureate PYP, 
MYP and DP Programmes, and the curriculum 
of the Arabic Native students follows the 
Ministry of Education scheme.

Islamic Studies is a core subject for Muslim 
students enrolled at ACS Doha. It is a 
compulsory subject for all Muslim students 
from Grade 1 to Grade 12. We offer an Islamic 
studies programme for native and non-native 
Arabic speakers following the Ministry of 
Education requirements and standards.

READY T  
ENGAGE.
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READY T  
ENGAGE.

“ Learning Arabic means having a unique opportunity to 
explore a rich mosaic of cultures, arts and heritage.

TEACHER
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VISUAL ARTS 

Fresh approaches and imaginative interaction  
are the foundations of our programme.
Through the visual arts we actively encourage 
innovative thinking and problem solving that 
pays dividends for personal growth. We also 
give students a foundation in creative expression 
that will allow them to take advantage of new 
learning opportunities and showcase their ability.

Equally important are the soft benefits that 
come from studying the visual arts. Creative 
freedom helps students develop tolerance, 
understanding and perspectives that inform 
their entire world-view. In particular, students 
discover that experimentation is an excellent 
way of learning, an approach that readies 
them for the next stage of their journey.

READY TO  
DREAM,  
INNOVATE  
AND CREATE.
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PERFORMING ARTS

We recently launched our first ever drama 
programme at ACS Doha for Middle and High 
School students. At ACS we value self-expression 
and use the dramatic arts to build cross-cultural 
connections, enhance communication and 
encourage creative risk-taking. We believe that 
the dramatic arts are ‘a rehearsal for reality’ 
making our students ready to become creative, 
courageous global citizens. 

In the future, we are expanding our drama 
programme to include musical theatre, 
and we are planning two large theatrical 
performances for Middle and High School 
students for each academic year. 

We also offer music lessons in preparation for 
the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of 
Music (ABRSM) examinations. These are taught 
after school at ACS Doha, giving students the 
opportunity to learn a variety of instruments 
and benefit from excellent one-to-one tuition.
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SPORTS AT ACS

At ACS Doha, we believe sport is an integral 
part of a healthy, happy and active school life. 
It enables students to improve their physical 
abilities and emphasises the importance of 
persistence, commitment, respect and optimism 
in ways that makes them ready for life.

Our sports facilities at ACS Doha include an 
indoor swimming pool, a large modern sports 
hall, outdoor basketball court and multipurpose 
external recreational area – in addition to several 
partnership agreements that enable us to enjoy 
the fantastic sports facilities at the nearby Qatar 
Foundation. We adopt a structured approach that 
allows our students to try a variety of sports with 
a clear focus on enjoyment in the early years. 

As students develop, they are offered more 
tailored development opportunities in their chosen 
sport, so they can achieve technical mastery. 

As well as volleyball, soccer, basketball, 
rounders, table tennis and badminton, our 
Sports Department also runs a thriving 
and extensive aquatics programme, which 
caters from Learn to Swim (LTS) all the way 
through to advanced competitors. Competitive 
programmes have grown vastly over the last 
few years and we continue to seek to provide 
an array of travel opportunities through sport, 
particularly with our sister schools in the UK. 

As we move forward towards occupying a  
new purpose built campus, with outstanding 
facilities, we have exciting plans in place for  
the growth and expansion of sport, activities  
and community outreach and integration. 

GET READY  
FOR A WORLD  
THAT IS ALWAYS 
MOVING.
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GHARISSA

I originally set out to study medicine and 
chose the relevant subjects at ACS Doha, 
however I soon realised this path was not 
for me and my college counsellor helped 
me understand the best route to take. 

They guided me to study history and to participate in the Model 
United Nations Club, with the goal of becoming a diplomat.
 
ACS Doha really helped me choose the right path for my 
future. It also taught me how to study independently and the 
diversity of the school opened up my mind to many things. 
 
Since graduating, I have been studying International  
Relations at Jacobs University in Germany, where I am 
sponsored by Qatar’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. I am also 
currently undertaking an internship with the Embassy of Qatar  
in Berlin as a next step to a career in the diplomatic service.

ESME

At ACS Doha, I chose the IB programme 
studying business, French, art, English, 
biology and maths. 

I really enjoyed the community spirit at the school, we all 
helped and supported one another through the IB studies. 
My arts teacher was very inspiring and encouraged me to 
express myself through various art forms.
 
I am now studying Media Arts and Animation at the Art 
Institute of Virginia Beach in the United States. In the 
future, I would love to become an animator.
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LIFE AFTER ACS

We want every student to outgrow us and leave 
ACS Doha feeling absolutely ready to take the  
next step in their journey, secure in the knowledge 
of who they are and what they do best.

Not surprisingly, the majority of our students  
go on to university. Our university and college 
counsellors provide a wide range of expert  
support tailored to the individual student,  
from researching their options to succeeding  
in selection. This attention to detail and in-depth 
guidance, based on many decades’ university 
counselling and admissions experience,  
significantly improves their chances of securing  
a place at their chosen college or university.

The result is that students leave us with world-class 
qualifications that enable them to thrive in the most 
prestigious and demanding university environments, 
including Qatar Foundation’s Education City, 
the Russell Group and the Ivy League. Just as 
importantly, they leave ACS Doha with a real 
understanding and respect for the world around 
them, a thirst for learning and confidence in their 
own abilities. It is an unbeatable combination.
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JOINING THE ACS FAMILY

Whether you are making an international move  
or changing schools we are here to help.

The school functions as a friendly and tight-knit 
community with the student at the heart of this, 
supported and nurtured by parents and teachers. 
Our buddy programme for new students, and 
members from the parent school organisation 
welcome you to join the ACS Community and 
help you get familiar with all aspects at school.

If you like what you’ve read in this brochure we  
invite you to either visit our campus for a one-to-one 
tour or come along to one of our Open Days.  
To find out more just call our Admissions office on 
+974 3026 6800 contact us online at  
doha-admissions@acs-schools.com  
To apply online for school places please  
visit www.acs-schools.com/apply-now.

We look forward to welcoming you to our school.
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READY? 
SET.
GO!
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