
ACS International School Cobham
A home away from home
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Welcome to ACS Cobham

• Located just 30 minutes from central 
London and 30 minutes from Heathrow 
airport

• Stunning 128-acre campus

• Co-educational and non-
denominational 

• 1360 day students, aged 2 to 18

• I ncluding 160 boarding students, aged 
12-18
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Our approach

At the heart of our approach is the idea of readiness 
– we prepare our students to be ready.

Ready to ask new questions and demand better 
answers. Ready to innovate and create. Ready for 
cultures that crossover, boundaries that blur, and 
ideas that interconnect. Ready for a world that 
demands a new kind of learning – and a new kind of 
citizen. 

Our aim is that all ACS students become effective 
learners, confident individuals and caring 
contributors
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An outstanding boarding 
experience 

• Full, weekly and flexi-boarding

• Spacious, modern single and twin en suite rooms, 
separate wings for boys and girls

• Residential Head of Boarding, House Parents and 
Tutors with decades’ worth of experience 

• Extensive landscaped outdoor areas

• Dedicated study areas and cinema room
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Global outlook

Our students and staff come to us from all 
over the world. The result is a wonderfully 
open-minded, outward-looking culture that 
celebrates international diversity and 
harnesses different perspectives. 
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An international curriculum

I n High School we offer the following programmes based on international best practice: -

International Baccalaureate Diploma (16 -18)

– Over 40 years of experience teaching the I B

– Students may study the full I B Diploma, or earn I B Certificates in individual subjects.

American High School Diploma

– All students who graduate earn an American High School Diploma 

– An Honours Diploma is awarded to graduates who successfully meet additional requirements.

US College Advanced Placement courses (16 -18)

– Can earn students credit or placement (e.g. Sophomore standing at US universities) in a wide range 
of subjects

– AP I nternational Diploma

– First school in the UK to offer the new AP Capstone Diploma
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An international curriculum

Middle School prepares students for the rigours of High School

Each student is encouraged to participate in co-curricular activities and to choose from a 
variety of electives and clubs. 

Community service and leadership are a focus, and play a vital role in offering a complete 
student experience.

English as an Additional Language (EAL)

EAL teachers work closely with students whose native language is not English, to support 
and develop their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. 

Regularly-scheduled, small group sessions, offered in place of some core subjects to MS 
students and Transitional English courses are offered to students in Grades 9 and 10.
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Why study the IB?

The I B Diploma Programme (IBDP) is an 
academically challenging programme that ensures 
students aged 16-18 are ready for success at 
university and beyond.

I t is:

- Broad and flexible, requiring six subjects which 
can be configured to maximise each student’s 
strengths.  

- An academic programme that encourages 
university level skills

- A very popular entry qualification for 
universities globally
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IB Diploma courses 
1. Studies in Language and Literature. e.g. English, Japanese, Dutch, 
Norwegian, Russian or Swedish A Literature or  A Language and 
Literature. Other languages may be studied as a “self-taught” 
literature subject at Standard Level. 

2. Language Acquisition. e.g. English B, French B, German B, Spanish 
B and IB ab initio German, Japanese and Mandarin. 

3. Individuals and Societies. Economics, Geography, History, 
Psychology, Business and Management, Environmental Systems and 
Societies. 

4. Sciences. Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, Physics, 
Environmental Systems and Societies SL and Sports, Exercise and 
Health Science SL. 

5. Mathematics. Mathematics Analysis and Approaches HL/SL or 
Mathematics Applications and Interpretations HL/SL.

6. The Arts. Music, Theatre, Visual Arts - or a further subject from 
Groups 1,2,3 or 4 above. 
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Why study the Advanced Placement 
Programme?

AP courses are fast paced university level 
courses requiring a commitment to 
independent learning and a high level of self -
direction. 

The Advanced Placement I nternational 
Diploma (APID) certifies the achievement of 
successful AP candidates and is recognised by a 
number of universities around the world. 

I n addition, we offer the prestigious AP 
Capstone, which is a two year course sequence 
including AP Seminar and AP Research.
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Advanced Placement courses

The AP has  been a permanent part of ACS ’s  
academic programme since the 1980s .

It is  fully recognised in the United States  and 
Canada, where approximately 3,000 colleges 
and univers ities take part in the programme.

New AP Capstone Diploma for s tudents who 
take Seminar and Research + 4 courses

1. Languages 2 Mathematics

English; Language and Composition
English; Literature and Composition
French; Language and Composition
German; Language and Composition
Spanish; Language and Composition

Calculus AB/BC
Statistics 

3. History & Social Science 4. Sciences 

European History
Human Geography
Microeconomics
Macroeconomics
US History
Psychology

Physics 1 and 2
Chemistry
Biology 

5. Electives

Computer Science
Studio Art
AP Seminar
AP Research 
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About our 
school
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Our outstanding facilities 
ready our students for a 
world full of opportunity
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Ready to excel

Our state-of-the-art learning facilities ready our 
students for careers of the future.

• I nteractive Learning Centre brings the world to 
the classroom

• Modern science labs

• Naturally lit, spacious art studios

• I n-house film studio and editing suite 

• Extensive I T labs 

• I nteractive white board in every classroom

Dedicated Challenge and Enrichment Programme
for academically gifted students
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Ready to perform

We are rightly proud of our contemporary Performing 
Arts Centre which comprises:

• 509 seat theatre with fly -tower

• Music studios and individual practice rooms

• Music recording studio

Students may take part in:

• Orchestra and Choral classes

• Jazz Band or Chamber Ensemble

• Marimba or Ukulele clubs

• Technical Theatre Club
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Ready to compete 

Our impressive campus is home to outstanding sports 
facilities including:

• Showcase basketball/volleyball arena with tiered 
seating

• Competition class 25-metre pool with viewing gallery

• All-weather floodlit astroturf pitch 

• Fitness suite and dance studio

• Six all-weather tennis courts

• Playing fields for football, rugby and baseball

• Cross-country course 
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Ready to achieve
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Our 2019 
results
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Exam results 

Quality of teaching enables students to achieve excellent exam results

92% IB Diploma pass rate in 2019 against the world average of 79%:
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Exam results 

Successful IB results with 16% of students scoring 38 or above. 
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Exam results 

We are incredibly proud of our graduation class of 2019.

Their impressive results are testament to hard work, discipline and motivation
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Exam results 

Successful AP results for 2019
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University destinations
We enable our s tudents  to gain acceptance at leading universities around the world, with dedicated university 
counsellors on hand to provide expert advice with course selection and applications. 

Recent graduates have gone on to:

UK USA Rest of the world

Cambridge
Oxford

Imperial College London
LSE
UCL

Warwick
St Andrews

Durham
Exeter
Bath

Loughborough
Queen Mary

Bristol
Manchester

Yale
Georgetown

Princeton
John Hopkins

Stanford
University of California

MIT
Pennsylvania State

Emory
University of Chicago

New York 
Rice

Harvard
Colorado 

Erasmus
Tokyo 
McGill

Munich Business School
Calgary

IE
Bergen
EDHEC

Toronto
Maastricht

Amsterdam
Singapore
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Boarding 
life at ACS 
Cobham
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A diverse, inclusive 
boarding community 
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Unparalleled facilities 

We have outstanding boarding facilities and provision of 
care

• Purpose built boarding houses with separate wings for 
boys and girls 

• Weekend excursions and campus based activities

• Award winning catering

• 24 hour campus security
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Dedicated boarding 
team

• 21 residential staff including 
Head of Boarding, experienced 
House Parents and tutors

• Our House Parents have over 
20 years of experience working 
with boarders

• Personal counsellor and 
wellbeing programme
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Enrichment programme

• Extensive clubs available for middle and high school 
students at lunch and after school.

• Performing arts (music, drama, technical theatre)

• Competitive sports teams

• Entertainment equipment, games and musical 
instruments in our grade specific lounges

• Relaxation time to explore individual passions and 
interests

• Weekly group activities such baking, pizza nights and 
inter-house competitions

• Monthly weekend excursions to London and the 
surrounding areas. 
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Enrichment activities
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A typical boarding week
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Woodlands boarding house

A contemporary senior boarding house for 16 -18 year 
olds:

Brand new building opened in 2017 

All en suite rooms

Single suites for Grade 12, twin rooms for Grade 11

Breathtaking views to surrounding woodlands 

Cinema room, spacious contemporary lounges

Modern study area with Apple iMacs

Landscaped areas with BBQ and social areas
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Fields boarding house

Multi-million refurbishment completed in 2018

Separate wings for boys and girls

En suite twin and duplex rooms

Spacious Grade dedicated lounges 

Modern study rooms for supervised studies 

New health centre with a full time nurse

Game rooms and kitchen areas for cooking 
classes
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My parents and I chose ACS 
Cobham because of its 
wonderfully supportive and 
international community. 

Yuki, China

There really  is something for 
everyone here, whether it  is an 
after-school club or a sports club, 
it ’s a great community. 

Mr Pitcher, House Parent

The students and teachers are 
very friendly, and if you have 
any questions they are always 

happy to help. It ’s a very big 
campus with wonderful 
facilit ies. 

Sam, Australia 

House Parents, teachers, support 
staff, and especially  the students, 
are all very inclusive. This is by 
far the most international school 
I have been to. 

Elee, USA

I have personally known the 
House Parents for quite a few 
years and they have become 
almost parents to us all –
knowing each and every student 
personally, and caring for our 
safety and needs. 

Chris, UK 
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Independent Schools 
Inspection Results 

EXCELLENT…

• Quality of s tudent achievements and learning

• Quality of boarding

• Contribution of curricular and extra-curricular provis ion

• Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of 
s tudents

• Quality of governance

• Quality of leadership and management including l inks 
with parents , carers and guardians
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The students’ personal development is 
excellent throughout the school. The 
quality of students’ achievement is 
excellent. A notable contributory 
factor is the stimulus of high quality 
curriculum…

ISI Report
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Ready to join 
the ACS 
family?
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How to apply
English support, and native language enrichment

Native Language Enrichment classes in 18 languages up to G10 (subject to avai labi lity)

Grade / Age Required level: 

CEFR / Cambridge / IELTS
Support available

G7 (age 12-13) Beginner Immersion and pull out sessions of EAL support in 
place of regular English, Social Studies and Modern 

Foreign Language depending on need
G8 (age 13-14) High A2-B1 / KET / 3 (tested) Immersion and pull out sessions of EAL support in 

place of regular English, Social Studies and Modern 

Foreign Language depending on need
G9 (age 14-15) B1 / PET / 3.5-4.5 (tested) Transition English 9 instead of regular English 9

+ Academic English (EAL) in place of one elective 

where needed
G10 (age 15-16) B2 / FCE / 5-6 (tested) Transition English 10 instead of regular English 10

+ Academic English (EAL) in place of one elective 

where needed
G11 (age 16-17) High B2-C1 / CAE / 6.5-7 (tested) IB English B

G12 (age 17-18) C1 / CAE / 7 (tested) IB English B

Skype interview and Oxford online test is required for all non-native English speaking candidates applying to 
grade 8 and above
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How to apply 

For grade 7 to 12 day or boarding school applications:

•Online Application Form and £225 Application Fee

•School Records from the previous 3 years plus and standardised 
test results

•Two Student Reference Forms to be completed by teachers of 
Math, English and/ or a homeroom teacher

•Student Questionnaire to be completed by the student in his/her 
own handwriting

•English test to assess language needs for grade 8 and above

•Skype or face-to-face interview 

•Supervised writing sample

Application link: www.acs-schools.com/apply-now-
acs-cobham
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School fees 2019- 2020



Anastasia Cotton

Assistant Dean for Overseas Admissions

For boarding applications please contact:

Heywood House, Portsmouth Road, 
Cobham, Surrey, KT11 1BL

ACS International Schools

acotton@acs-schools.com

Mobile: +44 (0) 7860 272955

www.acs-schools.com

Skype: anastasia.cotton.




