
 

 
FUNDING FUTURE MINDS CAMPAIGN – supporting families in hardship 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Introduction 
Our ‘Funding Future Minds’ campaign is a priority for 2020/21 to ensure our students can continue to benefit from 
the unique education ACS offers with the support of our community. The focus for this year is to offer support to 
families who may be facing temporary or sudden financial difficulties due to life events such as sickness, death, loss 
of employment or housing to help students continuity of education during a difficult and uncertain time. 
 
For many years, ACS has supported families who are experiencing a significant and sudden change in personal 
financial circumstances, which puts their child’s education at risk. Funded entirely by its own income until now, ACS 
has increased its own funding for 2020/21 to support families experiencing financial difficulty in the wake of 
Covid-19. 
 
We have seen a significant increase in financial need during this challenging time and for the academic year 20/21, 
we are launching a fundraising appeal to offer vital support to more families in need of temporary financial aid to 
ensure their child’s education is not interrupted as they evaluate their educational arrangements 
 

What is the Funding Future Minds campaign?  
The Funding Future Minds campaign priority for this year is to support existing families in hardship. It invites our 
parent community to donate to a means-tested discretionary fund which provides financial help to enrolled ACS 
International Schools’ students only. The aim is to provide temporary help for families who are facing sudden 
difficulties in paying for tuition fees. Awards are strictly provided on a means-tested basis to students and are 

designed to provide temporary relief to support tuition fees only. They are therefore generally awarded for only one 
semester whilst families transition to new arrangements. 
 
Why are we launching the Funding Future Minds campaign? 
ACS recognises that there are families that might need support during their child’s education from time to time. The 
Funding Future Minds campaign has been established to help support these families, who may be experiencing 
unexpected and unplanned financial difficulties due to life events such as sickness, death, loss of employment or loss 
of housing.  
 
Who supports the Funding Future Minds campaign? 
Historically, hardship awards were supported by ACS only. ACS has increased its funding for 2020/21 as part of the 
Funding Future Minds campaign due to an increase in demand due to Covid-19.  We are now inviting the parent 
community to support the Funding Future Minds campaign, so we are able to offer support to more of those families 
facing financial hardship due to the current situation. 
  
Who can apply? 
Existing students where a change in parents/guardians’ circumstances has resulted in difficulty in meeting school 
fees and may result in the child being withdrawn. 
Particular consideration will be given to students at where continuity of education is especially critical, such as in 
High School. The application process is entirely confidential and means-tested to ensure that our limited funds are 

directed to families who are in the most need of assistance. ACS will consider requests from students who are 
experiencing exceptional circumstances leading to financial difficulties. ACS reserves the right to request evidence 
that applicant’s meet the above criteria. 

 
What can the award be used for?  
The award may only be used to support tuition fees- not towards housing or bussing - and applications will be 

considered on a case by case basis. Due to limited funds ACS must ensure that awards reach those most in need of 
support. All awards will be allocated depending on need and funds available.  

 



 
 
Full financial disclosure must be provided and further information regarding personal circumstances, to enable ACS 
to assess needs, eligibility and support funds to those students in most need. 
 
Is ACS reducing school fees due to Covid-19? 
No all ACS UK campuses opened from 24th August for all students to return, safely, following government guidelines 
on social distancing, health & safety. Reducing fees during the lockdown last year came at a cost of £2.7m for ACS, 
with £1.4m savings from the government furlough scheme. 
 
What are the criteria by which applications are assessed to ensure the family is in financial hardship? 
Award applications are strictly means-tested, assessed by the Hardship Awards Panel (ACS reserves the right to use a 
third party to undertake further means-testing) and resulting awards are made on the basis of and in relation to a 
family’s individual financial circumstances.  
 
As part of the means-testing, the applicant family must provide full disclosure of: 

● Gross annual income from any source for the latest financial year including savings, investments, assets and 
royalties 

● Profits from a business or profession (gross amount agreed for taxation purposes) through submission of 
annual accounts 

● The size of their family, any other persons dependent upon them. 
 
ACS employs a third party to undertake home visits if further review of means is required. 

 
The panel undertakes an extensive and detailed review to ensure awards are made to those families in significant 
hardship whose children’s education is at risk. The vast majority of awards are partial funding of tuition fees for a 
short period to support the child’s continuity of education allowing time to consider future arrangements. 
 
All awards are subject to repeat testing of parental means and may be varied upwards or downwards depending on 
parental circumstances.  
 

The Head of School confirms the individual applicant student/s academic progress is satisfactory and that the 
student contributes positively to school life and the school community. They have the discretion to reduce or 
withdraw an award not only where a student’s academic progress, is unsatisfactory, but also where the 
parents/guardians have failed to provide the school with ongoing evidence of financial hardship.  
 
What is the difference between Hardship award and a Bursary? 
A hardship award is for existing ACS families and all Grades are eligible to apply to the fund, however priority will be 
given to students where continuity of education is especially critical, such as in High School.  
Means tested bursaries are available for Middle School students aged 11 (Grade 6) or 13 (Grade 8), and High School 
(Grade 11 aged 16), which includes the world-renowned International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP). 
These are open to new and existing ACS students who could benefit from ACS’s broad international curriculum, 
diverse community and inspirational environment but would be unable to do so without financial assistance. All 
bursaries are awarded on a means-tested basis and, dependent on each student’s individual circumstances, range 
from ten per cent to 100 per cent of the schools’ fees. Students applying for the IBDP bursary will be expected to 
achieve in the region of five A grades at GCSE. 

Has the Hardship Award replaced Bursaries?  
No, we are looking to increase our hardship funding due the challenges that some of our existing families are facing 
due to Covid-19. we continue to fully support existing bursary recipients. The recruitment programme will 
recommence for new bursary students in September 2021 to start school the follow year. 
 
 
Can a family in receipt of a Hardship Award apply for a second time, if their personal financial circumstances 
remain unchanged?  

 



 
We recognize the ongoing challenges presented this year by Covid-19 and that some families’ financial situation may 
not have changed beyond one semester. Those families will be eligible to apply again for an award, going through 
the original application process for means-testing. 

 
What are the deadlines for application? 
We accept applications at any time for the next semester’s fees.  
 
Will any donations be campus specific?  
Yes, we are running three separate campaigns for each school which will be launched via JustGiving. 
 
How are any ACS funds divided between the campuses? 
We have a separate fund established for each school and funds will be awarded according to the level and number of 
awards for each campus. 
 
 

 


